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L I C E N S U R E / R E G I S T R A T I O N
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Registered Drama Therapist - Board Certified Trainer, National Association for Drama Therapy #025
Registered Play Therapist and Supervisor, Association for Play Therapy #0256

E X P E R I E N C E

Private Practice:  Tampa, FL

                                                 December 2005 – present

Practice specializing in play therapy, family therapy, sexual abuse and trauma related issues, mood and anxiety disorders, behavioral disorders, psychotherapy with children, adolescents, adults and individuals with autism spectrum disorders and other developmental disabilities.
Director: The All Community Theatre Project (The ACT Project) – Hillsborough and Pinellas Counties, Florida





   July 2008 – present

The ACT Project is a weekly drama therapy and performance program for children and adolescents with autism spectrum disorders. The program utilizes drama therapy activities and processes to achieve individual and group goals including the development of communication and social skills, and the decrease of problematic behaviors. As director I developed and established the program, and I am responsible for program planning, facilitating weekly groups, providing parent training and support, supervising student interns, directing rehearsals and performances of participant created material and general management of the program.
Private Practice: Psychological Management Group – Tampa, FL                         

                                            September 1993 – November 2005
General practice specializing in trauma and abuse related issues, mood and anxiety disorders, behavioral disorders, play therapy, family and couples therapy, psychotherapy with children, adolescents, and adults and individuals with autism spectrum disorders and other developmental disabilities. Facilitated groups for children and adolescent survivors of sexual abuse, male and female adult sexual offenders, children and adolescents with sexual behavior problems and adolescents who had committed sexual offenses.
Clinical Consultant, Crisis Center of Hillsborough County- Sexual Abuse Treatment Program

            1993 - 1995

Facilitated a weekly training / supervision group for Masters level clinical staff working with child and adolescent survivors of sexual abuse. Provided individual clinical supervision and case consultation for Masters level therapists working toward state licensure.

Therapist, Crisis Center of Hillsborough County - Sexual Abuse Treatment Program

                                   1990 - 1993

Developed and implemented a sexual abuse treatment program for sexual abuse victims seven years of age and younger, utilizing a play and creative arts therapy approach. Provided individual, group and family therapy for child and adolescent survivors of sexual abuse and their families. Conducted sexual abuse evaluations for court-ordered and self-referred clientele ages 3 - 17. Facilitated therapy groups for children and adolescents with sexual behavior problems. Provided training for Department of Children and Families staff on interviewing alleged victims of sexual abuse and dynamics of sexual abuse. Provided clinical supervision for graduate students and Masters level clinicians.  

Adjunct Professor, New York University - Drama Therapy Program

                                                                1986 - 1989 

Taught graduate level internship supervision course focusing on practical application of theoretical concepts. Additional responsibilities included; coordinating student internships, communicating with site supervisors, and making site visits to observe and evaluate student progress.

Drama Therapist, Center for Family Life, Brooklyn, New York                                                

                                            1988 - 1989

Group therapy with adolescents 13 through 18 years old, assessed to be at risk for substance abuse and gang involvement.

Play Therapist, St. Luke’s - Roosevelt Hospital Center, New York City

                                                              1985 - 1988

Provided group and individual play therapy and drama therapy for survivors of physical and sexual abuse, children and adolescents suffering from chronic and/or terminal illnesses and adolescents who had attempted suicide. Provided evaluation and short-term therapy on the pediatric inpatient unit, and on-going therapy in the outpatient clinic. As a member of the hospital’s Child Abuse Council, conducted abuse evaluations for children suspected of being physically and/or sexually abused. Provided in-service trainings for nursing students and pediatric residents on child development and issues specific to hospitalized children and adolescents. Conducted trainings for child psychiatry residents on the use of specific play and creative therapy techniques with hospitalized children. Supervised graduate interns from various university programs.

Drama Therapist, Northside Center for Child Development, New York City

                                                            1984 - 1985 
Individual and group drama therapy with children and young adolescents diagnosed with severe emotional and behavioral disorders, developmental disabilities, autism spectrum disorders and other special needs. 

Special Education Teacher, New York City Board of Education                           

                                                            1980 - 1984

Teacher for children ages 6 through 12 with varying exceptionalities including severe emotional and behavioral disorders, developmental disabilities, autism spectrum disorders and other special needs.

Internship, St. Luke’s - Roosevelt Hospital Center  

                                                            1983 - 1984

Specialized training in the use of drama therapy and play therapy with various inpatient and outpatient populations including survivors of physical and sexual abuse, physical trauma, and children with chronic and/or terminal illnesses.

 P  R  E  S  E  N  T  A  T  I  O  N S  (A representative sample)

Keynote Speaker

Drama and Play Therapy for Children and Adolescents


Houston Texas Association for Play Therapy Annual Conference


Houston, Texas, 2008


Creative Approaches in Sexual Abuse Treatment for Children and Adolescents

Northside Center for Mental Health, Tampa, Florida, 2008

Play Therapy with Children Who Have Been Sexually Abused

University of South Florida, 2006

Keynote Speaker


Drama and Play Therapy with Children and Adolescents


Pennsylvania Association for Play Therapy Annual Conference


Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 2005


Play Therapy with Adolescents

Florida Association for Play Therapy Annual Conference


St. Petersburg, Florida 2005


Play Therapy with Adolescents


Dramatic Play Therapy


Play Therapy Training Institute


Hackensack, New Jersey, 2004, 2006, 2007, 2010
Play Therapy in the Treatment of Children with Sexual Behavior Problems
                                Sexual Abuse Intervention Network Annual State Conference

                                 Tampa, Florida, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2007
                                Drama Therapy with Adolescents

                                Association for Play Therapy Annual Conference

                                 Virginia Beach, Virginia, October 2003


Advanced Play Therapy Practices 

Youth and Family Alternatives


Pasco County, Florida 2003

Play and Creative Therapy with Children and Adolescents


Hillsborough County Schools – School Social Worker Training


Tampa, Florida, January 2003


In the Aftermath of 9/11: Play and Creative Therapy with Children in Crisis

Hillsborough County Schools – Crisis Response Team Training


Tampa, Florida, December 2002

Sexual Abuse Treatment with Children and Adolescents


St. Leo University


St. Leo, Florida, January 2001


Comprehensive Family Treatment for Sexual Abuse



St. Leo University

St. Leo, Florida, February 2001

Crisis Intervention in Sexual Abuse Cases

St. Leo University

St. Leo, Florida, March 2001

Short Term Play Therapy with Sexually Abused Children

Association for Play Therapy National Conference

New Orleans, Louisiana, 2000

Parenting the Sexually Abused Child

Florida Mental Health Institute

University of South Florida

Tampa, Florida, 2000

Short Term Play Therapy with Sexually Abused Children

Dramatic Play Therapy

Play Therapy Training Institute

Hackensack, New Jersey, 2000, 2001

Short Term Play Therapy with Sexually Abused Children

Dramatic Play Therapy: Integrating Play and Drama Therapy in Treatment

The Play Therapy Institute, Monterey, California, 1999

Parenting the Sexually Abused Child

Sunrise Domestic Violence Shelter, Dade City, Florida, 1999

Dramatic Play Therapy: Strategies for Treating Challenging Children

 Association for Play Therapy Annual Conference

Baltimore, Maryland, 1999

Play and Drama Therapy with Challenging Children

National Association for Drama Therapy Annual Conference

Tarrytown, New York, 1999 

Reunification in Intrafamilial Sexual Abuse Cases

American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children National Colloquium

Miami, Florida, 1997

Play and Drama Therapy for Children with Severe Behavioral and Emotional   

       Disorders 

            
Florida Conference on Children’s Mental Health

Miami, Florida, 1997

Adolescent Sex Offenders with Developmental Disabilities and Severe Emotional and Behavioral Disorders: Identification and Treatment

Department of Juvenile Justice, Tampa, Florida, 1997

Group Play Therapy with Children Who have Been Sexually Abused
Dramatic Play Therapy: Combining Play and Drama Therapy in Treatment

International Association for Play Therapy Annual Conference

Orlando, Florida, 1997

Assessment and Treatment of Child Victims of Sexual Abuse

Joining Forces Annual Conference, Winter Haven, Florida, 1994

Using Drama Therapy to Improve Empathy and Communication
Hillsborough County School Board Teacher Training, Tampa, Florida, 1994

Dynamics of Child Sexual Abuse: Assessment and Treatment

University of South Florida, Sarasota, Florida, 1994

Evaluation and Treatment of Child Sexual Abuse

Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence Statewide Conference
St. Petersburg, Florida, 1994

Play and Creative Therapy with Sexually Abused Children

Catholic Charities Clinical Staff Trainings, Tampa, Florida, 1993

Group Drama Therapy with Sexually Reactive Children

National Association for Drama Therapy Annual Conference, Chicago, Illinois, 1993

Play Therapy with Young Victims of Sexual Abuse

Hillsborough Community College, Tampa, Florida, 1993

Sibling Reunification and the Importance of Sibling Relationships
Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services Staff Training Film, 1992

Introduction to Drama Therapy: Day Long Intensive

National Coalition of Arts Therapy Associations Joint National Conference

Washington, D.C., 1990

Group Supervision: A Laboratory for Training the Drama Therapy Intern

National Association for Drama Therapy Annual Conference, 1989

The Impact of Sexual Abuse on Child Victims

Department of Corrections Probation Officers Training, 1992

Multiple trainings for Department of Children and Families personnel on dynamics of sexual abuse and interviewing young victims of sexual abuse 

1990 - present

Guest Lecturer:

New School for Social Research, New York City

The College of New Rochelle, New Rochelle, New York

New York University, New York City

University of South Florida, Tampa, Florida

Additional Information

Publications:

 Play Therapy with Adolescents, Loretta Gallo-Lopez and Charles E. Schaefer, Eds., (2005): Rowman and Littlefield Publishers

Moving Beyond Survival: Play and Creative Therapy with Adolescents Who Have Been Sexually Abused, in The Use of Creative Therapies with Sexual Abuse Survivors, Brooke, S. Ed. (2007).
Drama Therapy for Children with Sexual Behavior Problems, in Clinical Applications of Drama Therapy in Child and Adolescent Treatment, Weber, A. and Haen, C., Eds. (2006).
A Creative Play Therapy Approach to the Group Treatment of Young Sexually Abused Children, in Short - Term Play Therapy for Children, Kaduson, H.G. and Schaefer, C.E., Eds. (2000 and 2nd Edition: 2006)
Television Story Board Technique, in 101 More Favorite Play Therapy Techniques, Kaduson, H.G., and Schaefer, C.E., Eds. (2001)
Nominee Victim’s Voice Award for Outstanding Victim Advocacy, 1993

Expert Witness: Have testified numerous times in Family, Juvenile and Criminal Courts as an expert witness in the field of psychotherapy with children and the evaluation and treatment of child sexual abuse

Conference Chair: Florida Association for Play Therapy State Conference: Orlando, Florida 2006, Daytona, Florida 2007, Orlando, Florida 2008, Orlando Florida 2009.
EDUCATION

Post Masters, University of South Florida, 1990-1991

M.A. Drama Therapy, New York University, 1986

B.A. Sociology / Psychology, Hunter College, New York, 1978

TRAININGS ATTENDED (a representative sample)

An Integrated Approach to Treating Abused and Traumatized Children

Eliana Gil, Ph.D.

Florida Association for Play Therapy

Orlando, Florida 2009

Children 12 and Younger with Sexual Behavior Problems: Assessment and Treatment

Family Justice Center

Tampa, Florida 2009

Sex Offense Specific Evaluations for Youth with Sexual Behavior Problems
Family Justice Center

Tampa, Florida 2008

Evocative Strategies in Play Therapy with Children and Adolescents

David Crenshaw, Ph.D.

Florida Association for Play Therapy

Orlando, Florida 2008

Child Parent Relationship Therapy

Florida Association for Play therapy

Orlando, Florida 2008
Preventing Sexual Abuse through Collaboration: A Multi-agency Approach

Florida Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers Annual Conference
Tampa, Florida 2007

Sexual Abuse Intervention Network State Annual Conference

Tampa, Florida 2003, 2004, 2005, 2007
Play in Family Therapy

Eliana Gil, Ph.D.

Florida Association for Play Therapy

Orlando. Florida 2004

Ethics in Play Therapy

Association for Play Therapy National Conference

St. Louis, Missouri, 2002 

Play Therapy for Children and Families Exposed to Traumatic Events

Play Therapy with Children of Divorce

Association for Play Therapy National Conference

Portland, Oregon, 2001

Preserving the Reliability of Children’s Testimony

Stephen Ceci, Ph.D.., 2000

Clinical Supervision Training (16 hours)

Independent Psychiatry and Psychotherapy Associates, 2000

Association for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers Annual Research and Treatment Conference, 1999

Association for Play Therapy Annual Conference, 2003, 2002, 2001, 2000, 1999, 1998, 1997

Brief Strategic Therapy

Cloe Madanes, 1999

Short-Term Play Therapy with Disruptive Children

Heidi Kaduson, Ph.D., 1999

National Association for Drama Therapy Annual Conference, 2009, 2006, 1999, 1997, 1995, 1993, 1989, and others

Domestic Violence Training (20 hours) 

The Spring Domestic Violence Program, 1997

American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children National Colloquium 1997

Florida Association for Marriage and Family Therapy Annual Conference, 1995

Joining Forces Sexual Abuse Conference, 1996

Sexual Addictions

Patrick Carnes, Ph.D.

Assessment and Treatment of Child Sexual Abuse

Suzanne Sgroi, M.D.

Therapy with Children

The Canadian Play Therapy Institute, 1995

Therapy of Child Victims, Sexualized Children and Children Who Molest

Assessment of Abused Children: False Allegations in Custody Disputes

Eliana Gil, Ph.D., 1993

True and False Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse

Richard Gardner, M.D., 1993

The Mental Health Professional As Expert Witness

Florida Mental Health Institute, 1992

Strategic Therapy in Family Reunification
Jay Haley, 1992

The Healing Powers of Sandplay Therapy

The Jung Library, 1991

Intervention in Child Sexual Abuse: Offenders, Victims and Survivors

Suzanne Sgroi, M.D., A. Nicholas Groth, Ph.D.., 1991

Advanced Play Therapy Seminar

Carol and Byron Norton, 1991

Teaching Pro-Social Behavior to Anti-Social Youth

Arnold Goldstein, Ph.D.., 1991

National Coalition of Arts Therapy Associations Joint National Conference

1990

ASSOCIATIONS

 Association for Play Therapy

Florida Association for Play Therapy

National Association for Drama Therapy

Hillsborough Sexual Abuse Coalition
Sexual Abuse Intervention Network
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